It exists in different modes and degrees in different men. The out-and-out antiquary manifests it most characteristically, but there are very few who can shake it off altogether. It is perhaps in consequence of this peculiar feeling that speculation regarding the past is better tolerated than regarding the present. A man obtains a few miserable scraps of evidence and straightway proceeds, with the aid of whatever information he may possess, to "restore" the original event. In no department of knowledge is this process so frequently attempted as in epidemiology. We 
